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DECLARATION 305

on

SOUTH-EAST EUROPE(
1.
Meeting in Vilnius, Lithuania, on 31 May 2001, we the members of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly express grave concern at the continued tensions and recurrent outbursts of violence in several parts of South-East Europe.  We assert our conviction, nevertheless, that all the countries of the region have a vocation to become full members of the community of democratic euro-atlantic nations. Such a development is essential for the security and stability of the whole of Europe. 

2.
We congratulate the citizens of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia on their courageous decision to remove Slobodan Milosevic from power last October.  We welcome the reform course embraced by the Serb and Yugoslav Governments, and their willingness to find a negotiated outcome to outstanding problems, including particularly the grave tensions of the Presevo Valley.

3.
We recommend that relations between the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and NATO  should soon be formalised through a PfP agreement, provided that the necessary conditions are fulfilled.  The full benefits of its association with Alliance countries will be conditional upon its good faith in co-operating with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia and implementing the Dayton agreement.

4.
We reject extremist separatism as a means of solving ethnic conflict and condemn the use of violence to that end. Therefore, 

a.
We urge the Bosnian Croats to renounce their separatist plans, reasserting that the Dayton agreement is the sole basis on which Bosnian institutions can be developed and adapted.

b.
We call on all parties in Bosnia and Herzegovina to allow for the safe return of refugees and to enable all communities to live together peacefully in a multi-ethnic society.

c.
We warn the Kosovar, Macedonian and Serbian Albanians that repeated acts of violence from extreme nationalist armed groups among them have severely depleted the capital of sympathy built up in their favour during the Kosovo crisis and particularly condemn the terrorist activity in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia**.  

d.
Concerned about the risk that the considerable progress in furthering a multi-ethnic society in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia will be jeopardized, we urge all political parties in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to negotiate in good faith to address the political and economic grievances of the Albanian population in the country.

e.
We urge all parties in Kosovo to co-operate with the international community in establishing the conditions that will make it necessary for the building of multi-ethnic institutions and for economic development in the province, stressing in particular the role of the elections due at the end of the year in providing Kosovo with a stable democratic self-government, in accordance with United Nations Resolution 1244.

5.
We express our readiness to support any negotiated and mutually acceptable solution to relations between Serbia and Montenegro.

6.
We call on SFOR as well as KFOR and UNMIK to take a more resolute approach in disarming militias, securing borders, guarding public gatherings as well as in arresting war criminals as indicted by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, in order to prevent a recurrence of ethnic violence in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo respectively, as well as a destabilization of neighbouring countries. 

7.
We reiterate our conviction that support for stability, democracy and lasting security in South‑East Europe is a common responsibility of the North American and European Allies,. We are committed to supporting that process at the parliamentary level.

DECLARATION 306

on

NATO ENLARGEMENT(
1.
The Assembly, meeting in Vilnius, reconfirms its strong support for the process of NATO Enlargement.  The Assembly emphasizes that the last round of enlargement has been successful in enhancing peace and stability in the entire Euro-Atlantic region, and that NATO must sustain the credibility of its open door policy.  The Assembly, therefore, reaffirms its Resolution 301 on NATO Enlargement adopted in Berlin in November 2000, and specifically paragraph 11 which:


"Calls upon the North Atlantic Council to issue no later than during its Summit meeting in 2002 invitations to NATO accession negotiations to any European democracy that seeks membership in the Alliance and that has met the criteria for NATO membership as established in the Alliance’s 1995 Study on NATO Enlargement".

2.
The Assembly reaffirms the right of any European democracy to pursue membership in the NATO Alliance, a right that is not subject to a veto of any third party.

RESOLUTION 307

on

BELARUS(
The Assembly,

1.
Recalling its decision of 30 March 2001 to continue the suspension of its links with the Parliament of Belarus and adding that the Parliamentary Assembly of the OSCE had decided to do the same at its 10th Annual Session at the beginning of July 2001;

2.
Convinced that Belarus is destined to rejoin the family of European democracies and deeply regretting that the policies of Mr Lukashenko’s government and the way in which the presidential election on 9 September 2001 was conducted have made this objective substantially more difficult to achieve;

3.
Roundly condemning all the tactics of intimidation, harassment and repression employed against opposition candidates in the election, the non-governmental press, representatives of Belorussian civil society and independent national observers;

4.
Denouncing in particular the difficulties experienced by the opposition in obtaining access to State-controlled media – including electronic facilities – and the presidential decrees promulgated in order to curtail the basic freedoms of expression and association, and deeply concerned about the alleged existence of “death squads” responsible for the disappearance of political opponents;

5.
Furthermore, condemning the lateness of the official invitations sent to the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR), which limited the scope of OSCE International Election Observation Mission to Belarus considerably, and commending in this connection the work of the national and international observers, including representatives of the OSCE and Council of Europe Parliamentary Assemblies and of the European Parliament, despite the unprecedented restrictions imposed upon them;

6.
Taking note of Mr Lukashenko’s victory and deeply regretting that this election failed to meet international standards defining a free, fair, verifiable and transparent ballot;

7.
CALLS UPON the re-elected president of Belarus, Mr Lukashenko, and his government:

a. to restore democracy and the rule of law in Belarus and to guarantee the protection of human rights, the independence of the judiciary, freedom of the press and free enterprise;

b. to initiate a real political dialogue with the opposition without delay;

c. to free all political prisoners immediately and to promptly set up impartial in-depth enquiries into the fate of persons who have disappeared and into the existence of “death squads”;

d. to return to a legal constitution;

e. to extend the powers of parliament to give it the nature and character of a democratic institution capable of exercising legislative authority and political control over the government in accordance with the principle of separation of powers;

f. to end the systematic smear campaign to which the OSCE Advisory and Monitoring Group in Minsk was subjected and to co-operate fully with it;

8.
CALLS UPON the governments and parliaments of member countries of the Atlantic Alliance:

a. to seize every possible opportunity to bring home to the Belorussian authorities that they are expected to honour all their OSCE commitments in the areas of human rights and democracy, and to initiate a real dialogue with the opposition with a view to resolving the crisis affecting the country;

b. to seek active backing from the Russian government and parliament in support of approaches aimed at requiring the Belorussian authorities to bring their legislation and practices into compliance with OSCE standards;

c. to continue to support independent initiatives directed towards consolidating society and the non-governmental organisations sector.

9.
CRITICISES Mr Lukashenko’s policies severely, strongly SUPPORTS the democratic evolution in Belarus and URGES the governments and parliaments of member countries to assist the Belorussian political and social forces pursuing these objectives, hoping that the political isolation of that country will end.

RESOLUTION 308

on

THE EUROPEAN SECURITY AND DEFENCE POLICY(
The Assembly,

1. Reaffirming that NATO remains the primary institution for guaranteeing the defence and security of its members as well as projecting security and stability throughout the Euro-Atlantic region;

2. Recognising that the European Union’s European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP), which would enable European countries to take military action together when NATO as a whole is not engaged, has become the European dimension of civilian and military crisis management;

3. Remembering that the European Union has set a Headline Goal to create a corps-sized rapid reaction force by 2003, with appropriate air and naval elements, that would be deployable within 60 days and sustainable for at least one year;

4. Recalling that in its military dimension ESDP is limited to the Petersberg tasks - including humanitarian and rescue operations, peacekeeping and tasks of combat forces in crisis management, including peacemaking - and that ESDP in no way replaces NATO’s role in collective defence nor intends to match the overall capabilities of the Alliance;

5. Asserting that the six European members of NATO that are not members of the European Union must be fully involved in the development and functioning of ESDP consistent with the autonomy of the EU member states;

6. Welcoming that meetings between the EU and non-EU allies have started already, applauding the EU’s commitment to intensify consultation in times of crisis and noting favourably that non-EU European allies can request meetings with the European Union and submit proposals for agenda items;

7. Concerned that a failure to reach agreement on EU access to NATO assets and capabilities would lead the EU to undertake unnecessary duplication of these capacities;

8. Convinced that continued restructuring of European armed forces is essential, not only for the Headline Goal, but also for the European Allies to develop the forces needed to fulfil NATO’s Strategic Concept;

9. Emphasising that the core purpose of ESDP is to give the EU an overall crisis management and conflict prevention capability and, therefore, the improvement of European military capabilities is key; 

10. Endorsing NATO’s Defence Capabilities Initiative, which highlights capabilities needed by NATO to carry out the tasks defined in its Strategic Concept, many of which are identical to the capabilities needed for the EU to fulfil its Headline Goal;

11. Believing that ESDP can strengthen NATO by increasing the European contribution to the Alliance;

12. URGES the member Governments and Parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance and of the European Union:

a. to continue to recognise that EU-led crisis management operations should be undertaken only when NATO as a whole is not engaged;

b. to remember that ESDP is not meant to rival NATO and its collective defence mission, but is limited to the Petersberg tasks;

c. to remember that the military aspects of ESDP will remain in the competence of national governments and parliaments, recognising however that the Community has a competence in the field of conflict prevention and the civil aspects of crisis management and that this competence will therefore be controlled by the European Parliament;
d. to strengthen parliamentary oversight over ESDP by the EU national parliaments, which will have to dialogue with the European Parliament and the other national parliaments concerned;
e. to ensure that the non-EU members of NATO are involved in the decision-making process of ESDP to the greatest extent possible and can participate fully in European security operations whenever they indicate a willingness to join;

f. to facilitate an agreement between the EU and NATO that would allow NATO to provide the EU with the greatest degree of support possible for ESDP, including the presumed availability to the EU of NATO planning, logistics and headquarters assets, in order to avoid unnecessary duplication and improve co-ordination in the use of increasingly scarce transatlantic defence resources;

g. to fulfil their NATO Force Goals, especially those goals that derive from the Defence Capabilities Initiative, because these capabilities are needed for both NATO and EU operations;

h. to determine more clearly where, under what circumstances and with which force packages EU‑led operations could be undertaken.

RESOLUTION 309

on 

MISSILE DEFENCE AND ARMS CONTROL(
The Assembly,

1. Recognising that the issue of strategic missile defence has led to differences of opinion that may strain the unity of the North Atlantic Alliance;

2. Aware that the proliferation of technology for ballistic missiles and for nuclear, biological and chemical weapons poses new threats to Alliance members and other friendly nations throughout the world;

3. Recalling that Article 6 of the Washington Treaty states that NATO’s guarantee of collective defence extends to both Europe and North America;

4. Realising that each Alliance member must take all necessary steps to defend its territory, citizens and armed forces;

5.
Recognising that the adversarial relationships that characterised the Cold War no longer serve the security interests of the Alliance or Russia;

6.
Reaffirming its support for continued reductions in nuclear weapons, including the possibility that the United States may dramatically reduce the size of its nuclear arsenal;

7.
Supporting the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) between the United States and Russia, which has contributed greatly to international security through a binding, verifiable arms control regime that has built mutual trust and confidence;

8.
Recognising that a new strategic framework that replaces the concept of mutual assured destruction with a more co-operative approach to security and arms control should govern the relationship between the United States and Russia;

9.
Fearing that strategic missile defences could lead other states to increase their strategic missile arsenals so as to overcome those defences, leading to a nuclear arms race;

10.
URGES the member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance:

a.
to work towards further reductions in nuclear weapons through either a formal treaty regime or informal co-ordinated and co-operative reductions;

b.
to discourage other states from increasing their nuclear arsenals;

c.
to strengthen efforts, such as the Missile Technology Control Regime, Nuclear Non‑Proliferation Treaty and Chemical Weapons Convention, which are intended to halt the proliferation of ballistic missiles and nuclear, biological and chemical weapons;

d.
to establish an effective verification and compliance regime for the Biological Weapons Convention that would effectively deter countries seeking to develop biological weapons;

e.
to ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, in accordance with their respective constitutional procedures;

f.
to implement the Defence Capabilities Initiative, addressing in particular the concerns that have been expressed about shortcomings in defence against nuclear, biological and chemical weapons;

g.
to strengthen co-operation with one another, with members of the Partnership for Peace, and with other friendly countries in protecting civilian populations against attacks involving nuclear, biological and chemical weapons;

h.
to continue support for the Alliance’s Theatre Missile Defence programme.

RESOLUTION 310

on

ENERGY POLICY(
The Assembly, 

1.
Recognising that the terrorist attacks upon the United States could freshly test the fragile geopolitics of world oil supply;

2.
Recognising that the global demand for energy will inevitably rise over the next twenty years despite the declining correlation between growth and energy use that most OECD countries have undergone;

3.
Noting as well that much of this growing demand for energy will arise in the developing world, and that China and India will become major energy importers over the coming years;

4.
Acknowledging that current trends suggest that carbon fuels will remain the most important sources of global energy in that period;

5.
Concerned that as Western energy production declines, a mounting share of global oil and gas production will take place in regions where ethnic strife, authoritarian government and highly unequal wealth distribution have engendered worrisome political instability that could trigger supply disruptions;

6.
Noting the vital energy relationship that exists between Russia and Europe and the opportunities this creates for deepening co-operation on the continent; but

7.
Recognising as well the need for diversifying the suppliers of any strategic commodity;

8.
Understanding that fossil fuels and coal are primary causes of global warming and that rapidly accelerating climatic change could well have catastrophic economic effects;

9.
Recognising that advances in nuclear plant design and technology have led to significant safety improvements, but that serious outstanding problems remain not only in the area of waste disposal but also in terms of the potential threat highlighted by the terrorist attacks of 11 September; 

10.
Concerned that renewable energy resources are not being developed at a pace commensurate with their potential contribution to meeting energy needs with minimal impact on the environment, and that Alliance governments as well as many countries in the developing world are not doing more to encourage energy conservation;

11.
Lamenting the fact that Europe and the United States have not been able to find common ground on the Kyoto Protocol and that much of the developing world would be excluded from its obligations; yet

12.
Applauding the progress made at the July conference in Bonn dedicated to finalising the Kyoto Protocol, including a new-found willingness to give greater consideration to American concerns about emissions-trading and so-called “carbon sinks” - forested land that absorbs green house gases; 

13.
URGES member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance:
a.
to assess the adequacy of member countries’ government- and privately-held energy stocks, and policies for management of stocks in the event of supply disruptions and to co-ordinate such a review with the International Energy Agency (IEA);
b.
to undertake a broad multifaceted effort to deal comprehensively with long-term energy and environmental challenges that, if neglected, could lead to serious disruptions in the lives of their citizens while weakening their economies;

c.
to ensure adequate energy supplies for sustainable development of the international community will remain a top strategic priority for all Allied governments, and that it must be adequately reflected in their long-term planning across sectors and at all levels;
d.
to find common ground on the vital issue of global warming and to take urgent action to reduce green house gas emissions;

e.
to advance technologies which will allow for the cleaner burning of fossil fuels and coal;

f.
to press forward in seeking an effective global environmental protocol which will bring Europe and America together and provide for appropriate participation by the developing world;
g.
to consider carefully the environmental impact of new oil and gas drilling initiatives and to weigh the costs and benefits before embarking on new exploration projects;

h.
to pursue the development of renewable energy resources that, in combination with greater energy conservation, can reduce global dependence on fossil fuels;

i.
to explore further advances in nuclear technology to improve plant safety and to find a safe solution for the disposal of nuclear waste;
j.
to ensure that deregulation of energy markets facilitates efforts to meet growing energy demand and encourages energy conservation;

k.
to engage democratic reformist forces in certain key supplier countries with which the West has had very difficult relations in recent decades; and

l.
to defuse tensions in the Middle East and work towards a peaceful resolution of the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians, thus providing for stability and prosperity in the region.
RESOLUTION 311

 on 

THE CURRENT SITUATION IN SOUTH-EAST EUROPE(
The Assembly,

1.
Convinced that support for the stability, democracy and lasting peace in South-East Europe is a common responsibility of the Alliance;
2.
Applauding the courageous decision of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to extradite Slobodan Milošević to The Hague Tribunal and recognising that Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina have stepped up co‑operation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia;
3.
Acknowledging that negotiations are under way to find a mutually acceptable formula for future relations between Serbia and Montenegro;

4.
Hoping for broad participation in the coming elections providing Kosovo with a stable democratic, multi-ethnic self-government and legitimate representatives to discuss the future of Kosovo, in accordance with the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244;

5.
Reminding that Bosnia and Herzegovina needs further stabilising and strong international support in building a multi-ethnic, democratic society on the basis of the Dayton agreement;

6.
Welcoming the conclusion of a framework agreement for a peaceful resolution of the conflict in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia** on 13 August 2001;

7.
Recognising that effective transatlantic co-operation and joint crisis management by the European Union, the United States and NATO significantly contributed to the agreement;

8.
Commending the Alliance for the speedy deployment of forces, on the request of the authorities of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in order to support the implementation of the agreement, and the successful conclusion of operation “Essential Harvest” by 26 September;

9.
Recalling that the disarmament of the Albanian rebels, the disbanding of their combat organisations and the implementation of the envisaged reforms are preconditions for a stable development of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia;

10.
Stressing that the donors’ conference can only take place after the passing of the constitutional amendments as laid down in the framework agreement by the parliament;

11.
Expressing serious concern about the remaining tensions and recurrent outbursts of violence as well as the denunciation of the accord by local representatives;

12.
Commending the Alliance for the commencement of the new operation Amber Fox, which basic mission is protection of the international monitors that will observe the next phase of the plan for overcoming the crisis, thus creating a normal peacetime life and work conditions;

13.
URGES member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance:

a.
to remain committed to achieving peace and stability in South-East Europe and to continue with the support and respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of the borders of the country;

b.
to support the mission of the OSCE’s and EU’s civilian observers and their military protection by the new NATO operation “Amber Fox” as a significant contribution of the international community to the full and timely implementation of the agreement of 13 August;

c.
in accordance with the UNSCR 1345, to further strengthen border controls by KFOR in order to stop the flow of weapons and the infiltration of fighters from Kosovo in the future;

d.
to provide substantial and rapid assistance for stabilising the economy, reconstruction, training and the formation of new institutions as soon as the implementation of constitutional reforms is under way;

e.
to assist in the return of refugees and internally displaced persons as soon as conditions are permissive;

f.
to welcome the participation of the Russian Federation in stabilising the situation;

g.
to provide for a long-term commitment to developing cross-border co-operation and co‑ordinating assistance to the region and thus to extend the mandate of the Stability Pact for South-East Europe beyond 2003;

14.
URGES the government, the parliament and all political forces in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia:

a.
to continue with the implementation of the 13 August 2001 Framework document Agreement, which represents a peaceful compromise solution that can provide lasting peace;

b.
to continue the close co-operation with the international community, in particular the UN, the EU, the OSCE, the Council of Europe and NATO, in order to implement the agreement and to overcome existing problems;

15.
SUPPORTS sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of borders of all states in South‑East Europe in accordance with the principles of the OSCE.

RESOLUTION 312

 on 

NATO ENLARGEMENT( 

The Assembly,

1. Stressing the positive impact of the last Enlargement round for NATO security and the stability of the Euro-Atlantic area as a whole;

2. Reaffirming that the Alliance is open to any democratic European country that is willing and able to further the principles of the Washington Treaty and to contribute to peace and stability in the Euro‑Atlantic area;

3. Praising the nine applicant countries for their progress achieved in the political, economic, legal, defence and security fields;
4. Encouraging applicant countries to continue necessary reform processes and participate in existing programmes which help prepare to meet the criteria for membership;
5. Stressing the central role of NATO partnership programmes, particularly the Partnership for Peace (PfP) and the Membership Action Plan (MAP), to enhance co-operation and understanding;
6. Welcoming the support provided by the Alliance and Member states for NATO applicants as well as PfP participant countries;

7. Applauding the Alliance for keeping further enlargement as a top priority as reconfirmed at the 13 June 2001 North Atlantic Council meeting with the Heads of State and Government;

8. CALLS on the applicant countries to focus on making necessary changes in their legislation to enable efficient co-operation with NATO;
9. URGES member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance:

a.
to extend invitations at the 2002 Prague Summit for accession talks to all applicant countries that managed to achieve a level of preparedness in all 5 chapters of the MAP enabling them to assume the obligations and responsibilities of membership and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area;

b.
to develop a comprehensive strategy for the ongoing enlargement process which entails an enhanced MAP that specifies the requirements based on criteria for applicant countries upon which NATO governments and parliaments will consider extending an invitation for membership; 

c.
to reinvigorate the NATO-Russia Founding Act to develop a close partnership with Russia with an emphasis on common approaches to peace keeping, non-proliferation, disarmament and countering international terrorism as well as close co-operation on the reorganisation and reform of its armed forces;

d.
to encourage the European Union to admit applicant States that meet EU qualifications, as part of the process of building stability in Europe;

e.
to begin accession negotiations immediately after the 2002 Prague Summit with those countries that fulfil the criteria set by the MAP;

f.
to further strengthen existing co-operation and outreach programmes, especially the PfP, and to continue building partnerships with all interested countries in the Euro-Atlantic area.

RESOLUTION 313

on

SAFEGUARDING THE NUCLEAR COMPLEX IN RUSSIA AND 

OTHER NEWLY INDEPENDENT STATES(
The Assembly,

1.
Conscious that reducing the global nuclear stockpile and maintaining its security has been one of the most challenging undertakings of the post-Cold War period;

2.
Recognising that arms control and co‑operative security agreements between the United States and the Newly Independent States (NIS) have substantially reduced an enormous arsenal and, in particular, helped deactivate more than 5,000 nuclear warheads so far;

3.
Aware that, despite considerable efforts, mainly by the United States and Russia, much remains to be done to protect, secure and dispose of weapons and weapons-usable material in the countries of the former Soviet Union;

4.
Concerned that Russia, because of its economic situation, cannot afford to protect adequately some of the sites where weapons-grade fissile material and weapons technologies are located, or improve the security of other military and civilian nuclear installations;

5.
Convinced that the possible theft or diversion of nuclear materials or other weapons technologies from the NIS, by either state or non-state actors, is the most pressing proliferation threat to the Alliance;

6.
Worried that terrorists or states of concern taking advantage of the poor security conditions at some sites might illegally acquire nuclear material or other weapons technologies;

7.
URGES member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance:

a. to devise a set of enhanced responses to face these urgent security challenges in co‑operation with Russia and all the allied countries equally concerned by the threats;

b. to assist Russia in identifying, tagging and sealing all its warheads as part of a reliable accounting system, as well as upgrading the protection measures of the 123 nuclear weapon storages selected by the Russian government;

c. to consolidate Russian and other NIS fissile material at fewer sites and implement both the 1993 Highly Enriched Uranium (HEU) Agreement and the 1997 Plutonium Production Reactor Agreement;

d. to help Russia eliminate up to 100 tons of plutonium by the best technical means available;

e. to help Russia and other NIS strengthen the existing programmes to improve nuclear installations personnel social conditions and reliability;

f. to launch additional initiatives and finance existing programmes to help Russia dismantle out of service nuclear submarines (especially SSNs) and improve spent naval fuel storage facilities and protection measures;

g. to strongly urge Russians to prohibit the sale of nuclear submarines and related technologies to foreign countries;

h. to discourage the Russian President and State Duma from putting into effect the scheme for importing and eventually reprocessing 20,000 tons of spent nuclear fuel;

i. to encourage the United States and Russia to reaffirm in a joint statement their commitment to the 1991-92 informal regime on tactical nuclear weapons or to sign an agreement to that effect;

j. to discourage the Bush Administration from reducing the total budget for Defense Nuclear Non‑proliferation and other important co‑operative security programmes in 2002;

k. to encourage European NATO Allies and the European Union to step up their diplomatic, financial and technical contribution to securing fissile material, combating illicit traffic, assisting scientists and technical personnel;

l. to improve international sharing of intelligence regarding nuclear material smuggling and terrorist groups interested in weapons of mass destruction.

DECLARATION 314
on

THE FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM(
1.
We, the Members of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, utterly condemn the terrorist attacks committed in the United States on 11 September 2001.  We extend our heartfelt condolences to the American people and all those who lost relatives and friends in these atrocities.

2.
These barbaric acts were an attack not only on the territory and people of the North Atlantic Alliance, but on the principles and values shared by all NATO nations and indeed the entire community of democratic nations.

3.
We will not fall into the trap of the terrorists who want to lure us into a conflict between religions or cultures. We pledge to defend civilisation and culture against barbarism. All religions and cultural heritages stand together in this effort based on universal values.

4.
As the representatives of parliamentary democracy within the Alliance and all partner countries, we declare our solidarity with our friends and colleagues in the United States Congress, and pledge to stand together in defeating this malevolent threat to our citizens, to our societies, and to our freedom.

5.
We stress that Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations provides the right of individual or collective self-defence in case of armed attack against a member state, and we welcome United Nations Security Council Resolution 1368, which expresses its “readiness to take all necessary steps to respond to the terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001”.

6.
We recall Article 24 of the NATO Strategic Concept, agreed by the Alliance at the 1999 Washington Summit, and in particular its statement that acts of terrorism constitute a threat to the security and stability of the Alliance.

7.
We endorse our governments’ declaration of 12 September that collective defence under Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty is an appropriate response to the acts of terrorism of 11 September.

8.
We also endorse the agreement by the North Atlantic Council on 2 October, on the basis of clear and compelling evidence, that the attacks of 11 September were directed from abroad by the terrorist network of Al-Qaida, headed by Osama bin Laden and his key lieutenants and protected by the Taliban regime.

9.
We urge the Allies to take the necessary step, either through a declaration by the North Atlantic Council or in a formal revision of the Strategic Concept, to state explicitly that military action, as well as a range of political and financial actions, is a legitimate response to acts of international terrorism if it is agreed by the Alliance that these acts fall under Article 5.

10.
We will fully support our governments in providing the United States with the diplomatic, political and required military means in order to deal with the perpetrators of this outrage and to ensure that they are not able to carry out similar attacks in the future against our people and our territory. We therefore welcome the agreement on 4 October by the NATO Allies to take measures requested by the United States to expand the options available in the campaign against terrorism.

11.
We agree with the statement made by the European Council at its extraordinary meeting on 21 September that “on the basis of Security Council Resolution 1368, a riposte by the United States is legitimate” and that “actions must be targeted and may also be directed against states abetting, supporting or harbouring terrorists” and support its call “for the broadest possible coalition against terrorism under United Nations aegis”.

12.
We recognize the right of the United States, as the principal victim of the atrocities of 11 September, to define the response that it must take against the perpetrators, and we support the statement by NATO Secretary General Lord Robertson that the United States has the lead role in this matter.  At the same time, we stress that if a collective military response is required to directly address the terrorist threat, each of the participating Allies and partners will fully consult and coordinate with one another in defining, planning and overseeing the operation.

13.
We therefore fully support the military action, based on United Nations Security Council Resolution 1368, that commenced on 7 October against Al Qaida terrorist training camps and military installations of the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, and we welcome President Bush’s statement that “These carefully targeted actions are designed to disrupt the use of Afghanistan as a terrorist base of operations and to attack the military capability of the Taliban regime”.

14.
We are determined to fight against the sources of hatred, fanaticism, and confrontation that lay behind the terrorist attacks on the United States and all other acts of terrorism which cause certain nations, groups or individuals to lend their support to or sympathise with terrorists.  We believe that the entire array of actions against international terrorism represents a defence of the universal values enshrined in the United Nations Charter that all civilised societies share. 

15.
We stress the role that parliamentarians must play in international efforts to combat terrorism and in mobilizing popular support for the means needed to deal with terrorism and in assessing and tackling the long-term causes of terrorism.

16.
We urge NATO to consider what role the Alliance can play in the fight against terrorism, including preventive action, and how the forces and capabilities of its member nations could be better adapted for operations against the perpetrators of terrorism.  This Assembly will consider what implications the attacks have for our understanding of “security”.  It will make proposals for, and closely monitor, the Alliance’s consultation on these renewed approaches to security.

17.
We call upon governments to redouble their efforts to meet all the goals of the Defence Capabilities Initiative (DCI) adopted in March 1999 to modernise the forces and capabilities of member states.  These capabilities are vital to strengthening the viability of Article 5, a need underscored by the current crisis brought on by the terrorist acts of 11 September.  DCI calls upon each Ally to build forces that can successfully engage an adversary in a wide range of missions, from low- to high-intensity operations, and specifically to: 

a.
enhance the mobility and deployability of its forces;

b.
ensure the sustainability of these forces in regions distant from the treaty area; 

c.
improve interoperability throughout the chain of command by acquiring compatible communications and information systems.

18.
We welcome the strengthening of international anti-terrorism measures such as those agreed at the Extraordinary European Council meeting on 21 September, and we call for a co-ordinated, concerted and broad-based international effort to fight terrorism on all fronts using all tools available: legal, judicial, police, financial, diplomatic, political and military.  Recognizing past limits to our cooperation in law enforcement and intelligence sharing, we believe that recent terrorist attacks underscore the central importance of our governments moving forward quickly in these areas.

19.
We welcome the recent reinforcement of efforts for crisis prevention and conflict management by political means and urge all our governments to join in this endeavour. In particular, everything must be undertaken to facilitate a resumption of the Middle-East Peace Process. Perspectives of a peaceful resolution of conflicts of interest in Central Asia and the Caucasus must be opened in the same way. This is how we undercut extremist fanaticism.

20.
We urge our Governments to implement, without delay, the measures contained in Security Council Resolution 1373, which contains critical tools for international action against terrorism.  We undertake to ratify United Nations Conventions relevant to fighting against terrorism and to review our national legislation for dealing with terrorism and other trans-national threats, in order to better protect our citizens without diminishing their fundamental rights, and to consider whether greater funding is required for counter-terrorism efforts.

21.
We urge our governments to assess the potential threat from terrorist use of nuclear, biological and chemical weapons and to adopt the appropriate measures to protect our nations and our armed forces against such weapons.  We pledge to give favourable consideration to requests for additional funding for this purpose.  We restate our commitment to enhancing non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and we endorse the international architecture of non-proliferation treaties and regimes.

22.
We recognize that the fight against terrorism is multi-faceted and will be long and difficult, but that it is just and necessary.  

____________________

*	presented by the Standing Committee and adopted at the plenary sitting during the Spring Session in Vilnius, Lithuania, in May 2001.





** 	Turkey recognises the Republic of Macedonia with its constitutional name.


( 	presented by the Standing Committee and adopted at the plenary sitting during the Spring Session in Vilnius, Lithuania, in May 2001.


( 	presented by the Committee on the Civil Dimension of Security


( 	presented by the Defence and Security Committee


( 	presented by the Defence and Security Committee


( 	presented by the Economics and Security Committee


( 	presented by the Political Committee


** 	Turkey recognises the Republic of Macedonia with its constitutional name.





( 	presented by the Political Committee


( 	presented by the Science and Technology Committee


( 	presented by Mr Rafael Estrella (Spain), President of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, and adopted during the plenary sitting of the 47th Annual Session in Ottawa on Tuesday 9 October 2001.





